MICHEELE FICA

MANAGING ATTORNEY — OFFICE

KeEvir J, BROPHY
MANAGING ATTORNEY —
ELDER UNIT

MARY A, CONKLIN
THOMAS M, FORD
DAHLIA GRACE
ROBERT S. HIRST
CHERYL S. KOHLER
RANDI FATTH MEZZY
ESTHER RADA
SANDRA A. TRIONFINI
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

THOMAS FLANAGAN
BEN A. SOLNIT
VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

SHARON GASTON
PARALEGAL

MARIA HUERTAS
SuUsSAN D, KRUSKO
L EGAL ASSISTANTS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
62 WASHINGTON STREET

MipDLETOWN, CT 06457
(B60) 344-0447

RICHARD F. ORR
BOARD CHAIR

STEVEN D. EPPLER-EPSTEIN
EXECUNIVE DIRECTOR

Law QFFICES

211 STATE STREET
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06604

16 MAIN STREET
NEw BRiTain, CT 06051

153 WILLIAMS STREET
MNEW LONDON, CT 086320

20 SUMMER STREET
STAMFORD, CTO6901

B85 CENTRAL AVEMUE
WATERBURY, CT 08702

872 MAIN STREET
WILLMANTIC, CT 06226

SATELUTE OFFICES

2 WEST STREET
DanNBURY, CT 06810

5 COLONY STREET
MERIDEN, CT 06451

98 SOUTH MAIN STREET

SOUTH NORWALK, CT 06854

29 NAEK ROAD, SUITE BA
VERNON, CT 08066

CONNECTICUT LEGAL SERVICES

A PRIVATE NONPROFIT CORPORATION

85 CENTRAL AVENUE, WATERBURY, CT 06702
TELEPHONE (203) 756-8074 - 1 (8004137797
Fax (203) 754-0504

E-MAIL. WATERBURY@C ONNLEGALSERVICES.ORG

IN SUPPORT OF:
S.B. 395, AN ACT INCREASING THE PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
March 13, 2012

| am the Director of Elder Law for Connecticut Legal Services, a non-
profit tegal aid agency. My testimony is submitted on behalf of CT’s low
income elderly clients.

Last year, the State of Connecticut reduced the personal needs
allowance for nursing home residents who are eligible for Medicaid from $69
to $60 per month. The State of Connecticut also eliminated the annual
increase based on the cost of living index. The personal needs allowance is
the small amount of money that nursing home residents are allowed to keep
from their monthly income to cover non-Medicaid related expenses, The
bulk of the nursing home resident’s income is used to cover the costs of their
nursing home care, or to cover other expenses permitted by the state
Department of Social Services.

With this $60.00 a month, a nursing home resident is responsible for
paying for his or her clothes, mail postage, internet, computers, hair cuts,
and a phone. | believe last year that taking away $9.00 a month from the
little nursing home residents were allowed to keep was overly harsh without
saving the State of Connecticut any significant dollars. Therefore, | support
SB 395, which would increase the personal needs allowance to 569 per
month and provide for an increase to reflect the annual inflation adjustment
in Social Security income.




